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Dear Chairman Powell:

I represent Brooklyn's 58th District in the New York State Assembly. Many of my
constituents, including L'I. large number of African-Americans and Afro-Caribbean, enjoy the
diverse programming and perspectives offered on cable television. For too long, African
Americans, Hispanics and other minorities had little opportunity to see programming that
reflects their cultures and life experiences. Cable television is making significant inroads in
addressing this need by offering more and more ethnic, foreign language, and specialty
channels.

Recent efforts in Congress to impose an "a la carte" regime on the cable industry would put a
halt to the further growth and development of minority-oriented, niche program networks.
Under an "a la carte" system, cable customers would pay separately for each channel in8tead
of receiving packages of services. Rather than provimng more choice and lower cost, this
approach would only harm consumers by diminishing the number of diverse voices on cable.
Most cable networks rely on advertising for a significant portion of their revenue: the more
subscribers, the higher the revenue. In an "a la carte" environment, however, channels that
appeal to specialized audiences would have trouble attracting enough subscribers to be
profitable and, as revenues decline, the cost to subscribe increases, and many would
eventually go out of bU8inesB.

By bundling new networks with existing popular networks, as is done today, viewers have
the chance to sample the programming and the network has the chance to build an audience
and become successful. It is highly unlikely that minority-oriented, niche program networks
could survive in an "a la carte" environment with a reduced subscriber base.

1, therefore, urge you to reje<:t the "a la carte" system that is being advocated by some
proponents in Washington. "A la carte" regulation would mark a major set back in the gains
in minority programming achieved to date and would stem the growing tide toward increased
diversity on cable in the future.

~~==--xN. eI"'y ~
Member of Assem bly

NNP:nh

U DISTRICT OFFICE: 903 Utica Aveoue • Brooklyn, New YorK 11203. (718) 385-3336 • FAX (718) 385-333ll
I:J ALBANY OfFICE: Room 452 • Legislative Offlco Building. Albany, New YorK '22~ • (51S) 45&-4166. FAX (518) 45S-S478


